
1 

Rhode Island State Planning Council 

Draft Minutes of Thursday, November 8, 2012 Meeting 

William E. Powers Building 

Conference Room A 

One Capitol Hill, Providence, RI 

 

I. ATTENDANCE   
 

1. Members Present 

Mr. Richard Licht, Chair  Director, RI Department of Administration  

Mr. Kevin Flynn, Secretary Associate Director, Division of Planning 

Ms. Jeanne Boyle  RI LOCAT, President’s Designee 

Ms. Jeanne Cola Chair, RI Housing Resources Commission 

Ms. Sharon Conard-Wells West Elmwood Housing Development Corporation 

Dr. Michael Fine  Director, RI Department of Health 

Mr. Paul McGreevy  Representing, RI Economic Development Corporation 

Mr. Scott Millar  Representing Ms. Janet Coit, Director, RIDEM 

Mr. L. Vincent Murray  RI LOCAT, Government Official Representative 

Mr. Peder Schaefer Representing Mr. Dan Beardsley, Executive Director, RI 

LOCAT 

Mr. William Sequino  Public Member 

Mr. Henry Sherlock Representing Mr. Stephen Cardi, Cardi Corporation 

Mr. Sam Shamoon Governor's Designee 

Mr. Bob Shawver  Representing Mr. Michael Lewis Director, RIDOT 

Ms. Janet White-Raymond  Public Member 

 

2. Members Absent 

Mr. Robert Azar  Providence Department of Planning & Development 

Ms. Kelly Mahoney, Vice Chair  Policy Director, Office of the Governor 

Mr. Thomas Mullaney RI Department of Administration, Budget Office 

Ms. Anna Prager Public Member 

Mr. John Trevor  Environmental Advocate 

Mr. Scott Wolf  Environmental Advocate 

 

3. Guests 

Mr. Daniel Berman   Federal Highway Administration 

Ms. Laurie Brayton   RI Senate Fiscal 

Ms. Marion Gold  RI Office of Energy Resources 

Mr. Michael Hogan   RI House Policy Office 

Mr. Chris Kearns  RI Office of Energy Resources 

Ms. Rachel Sholly  URI Outreach Center 

Mr. Michael Walker  RI Economic Development Corporation 
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4. Staff – Division of Planning 

Ms. Melanie Army  Supervising Planner, Statewide Planning Program 

Mr. Paul Gonsalves  Senior Planner, Statewide Planning Program 

Ms. Nancy Hess  Supervising Planner, Statewide Planning Program 

Mr. Jared L. Rhodes, II  Chief, Statewide Planning Program 

Ms. Dawn Vittorioso  Executive Assistant, Division of Planning 

Mr. Chris Witt  Principal Planner, Statewide Planning Program 

 

II. AGENDA ITEMS 

 

1. Call to Order 

 

Chairman, Licht called the meeting to order on November 8, 2012 at 9:07 a.m.    

 

2. Approval of the October 11, 2012 Meeting Minutes – for vote 

 

Mr. Licht asked for a motion to approve the meeting minutes of October 11, 2012.  Mr. Murray moved to 

approve the minutes of October 11, 2012 as submitted.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Shamoon.  

There was no further discussion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

3. Public Comment on Agenda Items 

 

There was none. 

 

4. Rhode Island Energy Plan Update – for discussion 

 

Chairman Licht introduced Ms. Marion Gold, Director of Energy Resources who along with Mr. Chris Kerns, 

Office of Energy Resources and Ms. Rachel Sholly, University of Rhode Island (URI) delivered a presentation 

on how their offices would be partnering with the Statewide Planning Program to update State Guide Plan 

Element 781, the Rhode Island Energy Plan (See attachment 1).  Portions of the presentation where the 

Council engaged in discussion are summarized as follows: 

 

Mr. McGreevy asked whether there is an opportunity to look at this from a larger regional perspective.  

Ms. Gold noted that there is a clear recognition that this process will need to be applied across many 

geographic levels. 

 

Mr. Shawver pointed out that although reducing gas consumption in the state is an admirable goal, it will 

have the unintended consequence of reducing the funding available for maintenance of transportation 

infrastructure. 

 

Mr. Schaefer asked if this initiative will work closely with National Grid in addressing who has access to 

natural gas.  Ms. Gold indicated that they are and will continue to work with National Grid in addressing 

that issue.   
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Mr. Licht next commented that both Mr. Shawver & Mr. Schaefer raised important issues.  He then went 

on to explain that one of the biggest challenges is predicting the cost of energy.  You can predict demand 

he stated, but it is very hard to predict costs.  It depends on so many factors external to RI; both 

international and technological.  He noted that the issue that Mr. Shawver raised is something that we are 

wrestling with without solving the energy crisis.  Everyone understands how this happened historically; 

however, transportation should not be any different from public safety, education or anything else, and it 

should be prioritized the same way we prioritize everything else. 

 

Ms. Boyle asked what kind of interaction this process will have with municipalities given land use 

connections.  In response, Ms. Gold said the effort will build on the Renewable Energy Siting Partnership’s 

(RESP) model by holding a monthly municipal stakeholder’s meeting.  Ms. Boyle suggested that a higher 

level of effort be considered given the extent of municipal energy use and the impact that municipal 

government can have.  Ms. Gold acknowledged the opportunity to improve and said that the project team 

would look for additional means.  Mr. Schaefer offered to use the League of Cities and Towns as another 

conduit for facilitating information exchanges. 

 

There being no further questions or comments, Mr. Licht thanked Ms. Gold, Mr. Kearns and Ms. Sholly for 

their presentation and moved to the next item on the agenda. 

 

5. Sustainable Communities Initiative Update – for discussion 

 

Mr. Licht next, introduced Ms. Melanie Army and Mr. Chris Witt who delivered the attached presentation 

on the Statewide Planning Program’s Sustainable Communities Initiative.  The following items were 

discussed amongst the Council and staff throughout the presentation: 

 

Mr. Murray asked if the intent of the expedited scope of work is to feed the next budget and legislative 

cycles.  Mr. Licht indicated that it was. 

 

Dr. Fine noted that there appears to be a need to better integrate the planning for health services.  Ms. 

Army stated that she will coordinate with the Department of Health (DOH) to update the initiative 

wherever necessary. 

 

Ms. White-Raymond asked if the Council can assume that legislation will come from the expedited scope 

and that it’s an outgrowth of the RIPEC report.  Mr. Flynn said yes, one of the specific components is to try 

and advance the business climate analysis put forward by that report.  He then cautioned the Council that 

any work to generate legislation based on the expedited scope will be the work of others as opposed to 

work of the consortium.  Ms. Boyle noted that it was her understanding that the expedited work would be 

data gathering and analysis only.  Ms. Army said that was correct. 

 

There being no further questions, Mr. Licht thanked Ms. Army and Mr. Witt for their presentation and 

moved on to the next agenda item. 
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6. 2012 Committee Appointment “Slate of Names” – for introduction 

 

Mr. Rhodes began by reminding the Council that various memberships to their Technical Committee, 

Transportation Advisory Committee and RI Geographic Information Systems Executive Committee would 

soon be expiring.  He then introduced the proposed “Slate of Names” for 2013 appointments distributed in 

the Council’s meeting packets.  In concluding, he explained that the item was for introductory purposes 

only and that a vote on the proposed “Slate of Names” would be docketed for the Council’s next Meeting 

following a minimum one month long consideration period. 

 

7. Proposed 2013 Meeting Schedule – for action 

 

There being no discussion, Ms. White-Raymond motioned to approve the proposed 2013 meeting 

schedule as distributed.  Mr. Sherlock seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 

 

8. Associate Director’s Report 

 

Mr. Flynn addressed the following items under the Associate Director’s report: 

•  2030 Population projections underway; 

•  Long Range Transportation Plan Public Hearings; 

•  Wind Energy Guidelines status; 

•  Proposed Freeboard Legislation; 

•  RIAPA Holiday Gathering December 6; 

•  2012 Bond Referendums 6 & 7 passed. 

 

9. Other Business 

 

There was none. 

 

10. Adjourn 

 

Mr. Shamoon moved to adjourn.  Ms. White-Raymond seconded the motion.  There was no further 

discussion, the motion carried unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 10:28 A.M. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Kevin Flynn 

Secretary 

 



5 

Attachment 1 
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